I KEEP FAIR COMPANY

odds are on him who comes first to a place
like that.0
" I cannot recall it/1 said Lelia, knitting
her brows. " I know the path, but I cannot
remember the fall/' .
I told her again of the by-pass and how
easy it was to find it for such as had ears to
hear the water come down.
** But you will return ? " says she, " Even
if her Highness is there, you will come back ? "
" Oh, yes/' said I. " I must return for the
Countess. If Leonie comes, I shall send her
back to Bariche. But I do not think that she
will."
"And then you will let me help you and
watch while you sleep ? "
" Indeed, I will, Lelia:   I shall be very tired."
She sighed contentedly.
"Then that is settled/* she said. " I am
very glad. And please tell me more of her
Highness. Does she have a great many dresses ?
And is there always a servant behind her
chair ? "
If her talk was downright, she was as naive
and eager as the first breath of spring upon
the year; Eve herself cannot have been more
natural, and I have seen many women that
bore big names, yet had not. a ghost of her
charm nor a tenth of her dignity. About her
fancy for me she said no more, but was so
frank and friendly that all my embarrassment
fled and I felt an ease and comfort that I tad
not known since I left littai six days before.